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n the song “Chist’è New York” (This is New York), comic singer Giuseppe de Laurentiis 
offers a greenhorn’s impression of New York City during the early 1920s. It is a place that is 
too crowded and too fast, and where parents cannot properly discipline their children. But 
it is also a “land of marvels” (paese d’ ‘e meraviglie) where “people from every nation”–

“Protestants, Muslims, Jews, Christians . . . Indians, Mexicans, Norwegians, and Africans”–form 
the city’s dizzying diversity. Among this varied mix of people, the singer also includes 
“Neapolitan singers.”  

The Neapolitan song was at the heart of the vibrant cultural life of New York’s Italian-
American community during the first half of the twentieth century. Performers like Gennaro 
Amato, Eduardo “Farfariello” Migliaccio, Gilda Mignonette, and Clara Stella were renowned, 
international stars who lived in city neighborhoods among the fans who purchased their 
recordings and attended their concerts. These artists performed “macchiette” (songs with 
spoken monologue) and “sceneggiate” (song-driven skits) at the Brooklyn Academy of Music, 
the Guild Lyric Theatre, the Thalia Theater, and at other popular venues.  

New York-based composers Salvatore Cardillo and Giuseppe De Luca, and lyricists like 
Vincenzo Gallo, Salvatore Baratta, and others, produced countless songs that were performed 
and enjoyed all over the world. Staples of the Neapolitan canon like “Core ‘ngrato” (1911), 
“Senza Mamma” (1925), and “A cartulina ‘e Napule” (1927) were composed and first 
performed in New York City.  

Driving much of this music were the publishing houses that specialized in Neapolitan and 
Italian music. The Italian Book Company, Edizione E. Rossi, and Edizione Pennino published 
music composed in the States and entered in partnership with their Italian counterparts to 
distribute material copyrighted in Italy in this country. Many of these publishers introduced 
new songs at the annual Piedigrotta Music Festival in Naples. 

So much of the history of Neapolitan music-making in the United States has been lost. No 
American institution or collecting archives is dedicated to this rich cultural legacy. The neglect 
is a tragedy. This history will be effectively silenced without the acknowledgement of the music’s 
value and the professional care of the remaining artifacts.  

For the past thirty years, music connoisseur Mark Pezzano has collected Neapolitan sheet 
music and other related ephemera. These artifacts constitute an important collection of 
American musical history that warrants recognition and, ultimately, preservation. As a result of 
his personal commitment to safeguarding and now generously sharing these items, this musical 
heritage can be appreciated anew. The catalogue presents a sampling of the thirty-one items 
included in the exhibition. 

The curators wish to thank Lisa Cicchetti and Carmine Pizzirusso of the Calandra Institute 
for their assistance. 
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“’Na Serenata a Mulbere Avenuta” (1907) 
Lyrics by E. Migliaccio, music by G. Leotti 
Published by Antonio Grauso, New York, NY 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

“’O capo ’e Suggita’..” (1921) 
Lyrics by Vincenzo Narciso, music by Francesco Pugliese 

Published by Casa Editrice John A. Cerabino, New York, NY 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
“Muntevergene” (1924) 
Lyrics and music by Mario Nicoló 
Published by Edizione E. Rossi, New York, NY 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 “Patria Luntana” (1928) 
Lyrics by Plazzi, music by S. Basile 

Published by Edizione E. Rossi, New York, NY 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 “Chest’e ’a verita’!!” (no date) 
Lyrics by Gennaro Amato, music by Giuseppe De Luca 
Published by Casa Editrice Musicale G. Amato, Brooklyn, NY 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

“Chest’e ’a verità!!” (no date) 
Lyrics by Gennaro Amato, music by Giuseppe De Luca 

Published by Casa Editrice Musicale G. Amato, Brooklyn, NY 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
“Quando Canta Posillipo” (1932) 
Lyrics and music by Francesco Pennino 
E.M.P.A. Italian Music Distributors, New York, NY 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 “’A Canzone ’e Pearl Harbor” (1942) 
Lyrics by P. Anthony, music by C. Pisano 

Published by A. Paolilli’s Music Co., Providence, RI 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
“’A Lettera d’ ’o Surdato” (1943) 
Lyrics by Vincenzo Gallo, music by Nick Aversano 
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