
   
 

ITALIAN DIASPORA STUDIES 
SUMMER SEMINAR 

 June 17 – July 5, 2019 • Rome, Italy 
Dipartimento di Lingue, Letterature e Culture Straniere  

Scuola di Lettere Filosofia Lingue, Università degli Studi Roma Tre 
& 

John D. Calandra Italian American Institute 
Queens College, The City University of New York 

 

	
	

   





1 

he Italian Diaspora Studies Summer Seminar is a three-week summer program at the 
Università degli Studi Roma Tre that takes place June 17 through July 5, 2019.  

This Summer Seminar is designed to introduce participants to cultural studies of the Ital-
ian Diaspora from a variety of academic perspectives and to foster development of individual 
projects responding to the materials covered in the series of seminars in literature, film, and 
the social sciences.  

All of the courses are taught by leading scholars in the field. Faculty includes: David Aliano, 
Mary Jo Bona, Donna Chirico, Fred Gardaphé, Laura Ruberto, Anthony Julian Tamburri, and 
Sabrina Vellucci. 

Guest lectures will be offered by leading scholars from a variety of disciplines. 
 

PROGRAM DIRECTORS 
 

Dr. Fred Gardaphé 
John D. Calandra Italian American Institute 

Queens College, CUNY 
25 West 43rd Street, Suite 1700 

New York, NY 10036 
Email: fred.gardaphe@qc.cuny.edu 

 

Dr. Anthony Julian Tamburri 
John D. Calandra Italian American Institute 

Queens College, CUNY 
25 West 43rd Street, Suite 1700 

New York, NY 10036 
Email: anthony.tamburri@qc.cuny.edu 

 

Dr. Sabrina Vellucci 
Dipartimento di Lingue, Letterature e Culture Straniere 

Università degli Studi Roma Tre 
Via del Valco di San Paolo, 19 

00146 Roma, Italy 
Email: sabrina.vellucci@uniroma3.it 

 

e wish to thank the many organizations that have contributed to making this seminar 
possible. First, our two home institutions, Università degli Studi Roma Tre and the 

John D. Calandra Italian American Institute, Queens College, The City University of New 
York, have made it possible for us to work on the notion of an Italian diaspora summer semi-
nar and put it into effect. 

Of course, none of this could be possible without substantial support. The various Italian 
American organizations and colleges and universities have offered the opportunity in the 
form of fellowships for many of the participants to attend this year. This is no small deed, to 
be sure. Thus, we offer a heart-felt thanks to the numerous organizations that have contrib-
uted to this year’s seminar. 

Queens College President Felix Matos and Roma Tre University Rector Luca Pietromarchi 
have offered their unmitigated support of this seminar, an historical understanding within 
the greater realm of Italian-American and Italian Diaspora studies. Our teaching staff, fur-
ther still, agreed to participate in the Summer School more for the spirit of it than for the 
compensation. 

Un caloroso grazie a tutti quanti! 
The Program Directors 
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WEEK ONE 
 

Seminar meetings last 1 hour 30 minutes 
 

 June 17 June 18 June 19 June 20 June 21 

8:00 — 10:00 BREAKFAST  BREAKFAST  BREAKFAST  BREAKFAST  BREAKFAST 

10:00 – 11:30 

 

Italian American 
Cinema  

Lecture & discus-
sion 

Prof. Anthony Jul-
ian Tamburri  

Identity in the Ital-
ian Diaspora: Psy-
chological Perspec-
tives 
Lecture & discus-
sion 

Prof. Donna Chi-
rico 

Italian American 
Cinema  

Lecture & discus-
sion 

Prof. Anthony Jul-
ian Tamburri 

Identity in the Ital-
ian Diaspora: Psy-
chological Perspec-
tives 
Lecture & discus-
sion 

Prof. Donna Chi-
rico 

SYMPOSIUM 

IASA 

11:45 — 13:15 

 

 Italian American 
Literature  

Lecture & discus-
sion 

Prof. Mary Jo Bo-
na 

History of the Ital-
ians in the Diaspo-
ra  

Lecture & discus-
sion 

Prof. David Aliano  
 

Italian American 
Literature  

Lecture & discus-
sion 

Prof. Mary Jo Bo-
na 

History of the Ital-
ians in the Diaspo-
ra  

Lecture & discus-
sion 

Prof. David Aliano  
 

SYMPOSIUM 

IASA 

13:15 – 14:30  LUNCH  LUNCH LUNCH LUNCH  

14:30 – 16,00 Mapping Theories 
and Approaches to 
Italian Diaspora 
Studies 
Lecture & discus-
sion 

Prof. Laura Ruber-
to 
 

Contemporary Ital-
ian American Lit-
erature & Cinema 
I 
Lecture & discus-
sion 
Prof. Sabrina Vel-
lucci 

Mapping Theories 
and Approaches to 
Italian Diaspora 
Studies 
Lecture & discus-
sion 

Prof. Laura Ruber-
to 

SYMPOSIUM 

Italian American 
Studies Association 

2nd Annual Meet-
ing in Italy 

SYMPOSIUM 

IASA 

16:15 — 17,45 

 

Workshop 

Projects workshop 

Prof. Fred Gar-
daphé  

 

Presentation 

TBD 

Workshop 

Projects workshop 

Prof. Fred Gar-
daphé  

SYMPOSIUM 

Italian American 
Studies Association 

 

SYMPOSIUM 

IASA 

 GROUP DINNER 
 
20:00 @ Kolping 

 GUEST LECTURE 1 
 
18:30 @ Kolping 
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WEEK TWO 
 

 June 24 June 25 June 26 June 27 June 28 

8:00 — 10:00 BREAKFAST  BREAKFAST  BREAKFAST  BREAKFAST  BREAKFAST 

10:00 – 11:30 

 

Italian American 
Cinema  

Lecture & discus-
sion 

Prof. Anthony 
Julian Tamburri  

Identity in the Ital-
ian Diaspora: Psy-
chological Perspec-
tives 
Lecture & discus-
sion 

Prof. Donna Chi-
rico  

Italian American 
Cinema  

Lecture & discus-
sion 

Prof. Anthony 
Julian Tamburri 

Identity in the Ital-
ian Diaspora: Psy-
chological Perspec-
tives 
Lecture & discus-
sion 

Prof. Donna Chi-
rico 

3rd  Confer-
ence of Dia-
spore ital-
iane. Genova 

27-29 June 

11:45 — 13:15 

 

 Italian American 
Literature  

Lecture & discus-
sion 

Prof. Mary Jo 
Bona 

History of the Ital-
ians in the Diaspo-
ra  

Lecture & discus-
sion 

Prof. David Aliano  
 

Italian American 
Literature  

Lecture & discus-
sion 

Prof. Mary Jo 
Bona 

History of the Ital-
ians in the Diaspo-
ra  

Lecture & discus-
sion 

Prof. David Aliano  
 

 

13:15 – 14:30  LUNCH  LUNCH LUNCH LUNCH  

14:30 – 16,00 Mapping Theories 
and Approaches to 
Italian Diaspora 
Studies 
Lecture & discus-
sion 

Prof. Laura 
Ruberto 
 

Contemporary Ital-
ian American Lit-
erature & Cinema 
II 
Lecture & discus-
sion 
Prof. Sabrina Vel-
lucci 

Mapping Theories 
and Approaches to 
Italian Diaspora 
Studies 
Lecture & discus-
sion 

Prof. Laura 
Ruberto 

 

LOCAL TOUR 

To be determined 

 

16:15 — 17,45 

 

Workshop 

Projects work-
shop 

Prof. Fred Gar-
daphé  

 

Presentation 

TBD 

Workshop 

Projects work-
shop 

Prof. Fred Gar-
daphé  

 

LOCAL TOUR 

To be determined 

 

 GROUP DINNER 
 
20:00 @ Kolping 

 GUEST LECTURE 2 
 
18:30 @ Kolping 
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WEEK THREE 
 

 July 1 July 2 July 3 July 4 July 5 

8:00 — 10:00 BREAKFAST  BREAKFAST  BREAKFAST  BREAKFAST  BREAK-
FAST 

10:00 – 11:30 

 

Italian American 
Cinema  

Lecture & discus-
sion 

Prof. Anthony 
Julian Tamburri  

Identity in the Ital-
ian Diaspora: Psy-
chological Perspec-
tives 
Lecture & discus-
sion 

Prof. Donna Chi-
rico 

Italian American 
Cinema  

Lecture & discus-
sion 

Prof. Anthony Jul-
ian Tamburri 

Identity in the Ital-
ian Diaspora: Psy-
chological Perspec-
tives 
Lecture & discus-
sion 

Prof. Donna Chi-
rico 

 

Partenza / 
Departures  

11:45 — 13:15 

 

 Italian American 
Literature  

Lecture & discus-
sion 

Prof. Mary Jo 
Bona 

History of the Ital-
ians in the Diaspo-
ra  

Lecture & discus-
sion 

Prof. David Aliano  
 

Italian American 
Literature  

Lecture & discus-
sion 

Prof. Mary Jo Bo-
na 

History of the Ital-
ians in the Diaspo-
ra  

Lecture & discus-
sion 

Prof. David Aliano  
 

 

 

13:15 – 14:30  LUNCH  LUNCH LUNCH LUNCH  

14:30 – 16,00 Mapping Theories 
and Approaches to 
Italian Diaspora 
Studies 
Lecture & discus-
sion 

Prof. Laura 
Ruberto 
 

Contemporary Ital-
ian American Lit-
erature & Cinema 
III 
Lecture & discus-
sion 
Prof. Sabrina Vel-
lucci 

Mapping Theories 
and Approaches to 
Italian Diaspora 
Studies 
Lecture & discus-
sion 

Prof. Laura Ruber-
to 

 

LOCAL TOUR 

To be determined 

 

16:15 — 17,45 

 

Workshop 

Projects work-
shop 

Prof. Fred Gar-
daphé  

 

Presentation 

TBD 

Workshop 

Projects workshop 

Prof. Fred Gar-
daphé  

 

LOCAL TOUR 

To be determined 

 

 GROUP DINNER 
 
20:00 @ Kolping 

 GUEST LECTURE 3 
 
18:30 @ Kolping 
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FACULTY 
 

ll courses are taught by leading scholars in the field, who, besides their scholarship, are also part of 
editorial boards of major journals (Italian American Review, Letterature d’America, Voices in Italian 

Americana) and book series (Bordighera Press, Fairleigh Dickinson University Press, Fordham University 
Press, Franco Cesati Editore, John D. Calandra Italian American Institute, SUNY Press) both in the 
United States and in Italy. 
 

DAVID ALIANO is Associate Professor of History and Italian and Chair of the Department of 
Modern Languages and Literatures at the College of Mount Saint Vincent in New York City. 
He holds a Ph.D. in History from the Graduate Center of the City University of New York. 
His areas of research include Modern Italy and Latin America; Italian transnational and com-
parative studies; National and ethnic identities; and Italian fascism and anti-fascism. He is the 
author of Mussolini’s National Project in Argentina (Fairleigh Dickinson University Press, 
2012), which was awarded the annual book award of the National Association for Ethnic Stud-
ies. He has also published widely on Italian emigration to other parts of the Americas as well as 
notions of citizenship and the Italian vote abroad and he is associate editor of the Ethnic Studies 
Review. His current book project examines American travel encounters with Italy’s changing 
political landscape from fascism through postwar reconstruction. 

MARY JO BONA is Professor and Chair of Women’s, Gender, & Sexuality Studies at Stony 
Brook University with her affiliated department in English. Bona’s expertise in feminist liter-
ary studies examines the nexus between gender and ethnicity, with transnational migratory 
identities, material cultures, and Italian diaspora studies as primary intersections. A specialist 
in the field of multiethnic American literature and feminist studies, her authored books in-
clude Women Writing Cloth: Migratory Fictions in the American Imaginary; By the Breath of 
Their Mouths: Narratives of Resistance in Italian America; Claiming a Tradition: Italian Ameri-
can Women Writers, and a book of poetry, I Stop Waiting For You. Bona is also editor of The 
Voices We Carry: Recent Italian American Women’s Fiction and co-editor (with Irma Maini) of 
Multiethnic Literature and Canon Debates. Bona is a series editor of Multiethnic Literatures 
for SUNY Press and serves on the SUNY editorial board. Bona’s recently published chapters 
appear in American Literature in Transition for Cambridge, the Routledge History of Italian 
Americans, and La Mamma: Interrogating a National Stereotype for Palgrave. Her current pro-
ject focuses on a reinterpretation of mother-daughter studies through an analysis of literary 
queer diasporic daughters and their mothers in genre bending women’s narratives. 

DONNA CHIRICO is Professor of Psychology and Dean of the School of Arts and Sciences at 
York College/CUNY. Her field research is Ladakh, India studying moral and spiritual devel-
opment constitutes the foundation for her ongoing research program exploring the nature of 
imagination as it relates to aspects of psychological development. One implication is the role of 
the imaginative process in educational attainment among Americans of Italian descent. The 
objective of this work is to understand the function of esoteric or transcendent imagination in 
personal development, attainment of valued goals, and psychological well-being. Related to 
this, matters of personal identity formation are explored to understand how ethnic identity 
contributes to the psychological development of the self, specifically within the Italian Diaspo-

A 
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ra. She has published numerous papers on these topics and is a sought-after speaker on these 
matters vital to the Italian diaspora. 

FRED GARDAPHÉ is Distinguished Professor of English and Italian American Studies at Queens 
College and the John D. Calandra Italian American Institute. He is director of the Italian/Ame-
rican Studies Programs at Queens College. His books include Italian Signs, American Streets: 
The Evolution of Italian American Narrative (Duke UP, 1996), Dagoes Read: Tradition and 
the Italian/American Writer (Guernica, 1997), Moustache Pete is Dead! (Bordighera, 1997/ 
2010), Leaving Little Italy (SUNY, 2003), The Art of Reading Italian Americana (Bordighera, 
2011), From Wiseguys to Wise Men: Masculinities and the Italian American Gangster (Routledge, 
2013), and Read ‘em and Reap: Gambling on Italian American Writing (Bordighera, 2017). 
He is co-founding, co-editor of Bordighera Press, publisher of VIA: Voices in Italian Americana, 
and editor of the Italian American Culture Series of SUNY Press.  

LAURA RUBERTO is a Humanities professor at Berkeley City College, where she teaches courses 
in film and cultural studies. Her research focuses on Italian and Italian American transnational 
and diasporic experiences and cultures, mainly vis-à-vis film, television, and material culture. 
She has been a Fulbright Faculty Scholar to Italy, and her work has been supported by the 
National Endowment for the Humanities. She is the author of Gramsci, Migration, and the 
Representation of Women’s Work in Italy and the U.S. (Lexington, 2009) and editor of numer-
ous books and special journal issues, including co-editing Italian Neorealism and Global Cin-
ema (Wayne State UP, 2007), Bakhtin and the Nation (Bucknell UP, 1999), Italian Ameri-
cans and Television (Italian American Review, 2016), and the two volumes New Italian Mi-
grations to the United States. Vol. 1: Politics and History since 1945 and Vol. 2: Art and Culture 
since 1945 (U Illinois P, 2017). She also publishes as a translator, including, most recently, 
Gianna Manzini’s Threshold/Sulla soglia (Italica Press, 2016). She is co-editor of the book 
series Critical Studies in Italian America for Fordham University Press and serves on the Edi-
torial Board of the Italian American Review. 

ANTHONY JULIAN TAMBURRI is Dean of the John D. Calandra Italian American Institute 
(Queens College, CUNY) and Distinguished Professor of European Languages and Literatures. 
With Paul Giordano and Fred Gardaphè he is co-founder of Bordighera Press. He is past pres-
ident of the Italian American Studies Association and of the American Association of Teachers 
of Italian. His authored books on Italian/American studies include: Una semiotica dell’etnicità: 
nuove segnalature per la letteratura italiano/americana (Cesati, 2010); Re-viewing Italian Ameri-
cana: Generalities and Specificities on Cinema (Bordighera P, 2011); and Re-reading Italian 
Americana: Specificities and Generalities on Literature and Criticism (Fairleigh Dickinson UP, 
2014). His new book on Italian writing in the U.S. is Un bi-culturalismo negato: la letteratura 
“italiana negli Stati Uniti (Cesati, 2018). Also new is his Scrittori italiano[-] americani: trattino 
sì trattino no (MnM Print Edizioni, 2018). His is co-editor, with Robert Viscusi and James 
Periconi, of the English version of Italoamericana: The Literature of the Great Migration, 1880-
1943 (Fordham UP, 2014), Francesco Durante, ed; and with Giordano and Gardaphé, From 
The Margin: Writings in Italian Americana (Purdue UP, 1991/2000). He is the director of the 
Italian Studies Series for Fairleigh Dickinson University Press; he is also executive producer of 
Italics, produced in collaboration with CUNY TV. 



7 

SABRINA VELLUCCI holds a PhD in American Studies and is a tenured Assistant Professor of 
Anglo-American Literature at Roma Tre University (Italy), where she has taught since 2011. 
Her research interests focus mainly on Italian/American literature and culture, women’s writ-
ing, cinema, and intermediality. She is the author of New Girls. Adolescenti nella cultura statun-
itense, 1865-1890 (Loffredo, 2008), and has co-edited the volumes Miti americani oggi (Diaba-
sis, 2005) and Miti americani tra Europa e Americhe (Mazzanti, 2008). She is also co-editor, 
with Carla Francellini, of the volume Re-Mapping Italian America: Places, Cultures, Identities 
(Bordighera, 2017), born out of the 2016 conference of the same name. She has published es-
says on, among others, Carole Maso, Louise DeSalvo, Sandra M. Gilbert, Kym Ragusa, Nancy 
Savoca, Don DeLillo, Tennessee Williams, Rudolph Valentino. She is currently working on a 
manuscript titled Affective Topographies in Italian/American Literature and Film. Since 2004, 
she has been assistant editor of the international quarterly Letterature d'America. She is also a 
member of the Board of the Italian Association for North-American Studies (AISNA). 
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