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In the second half of the twentieth century, 

food, fashion, and film became fundamental 

icons of Italian culture. These three cultural fora 

have become critical arenas where the notion 

of an “Italian style” is formulated, marketed, and 

consumed as an articulation of identity at local, 

national, and global levels. The prestige accorded 

the “3 Fs” influenced the re-evaluation of Italian-

american identity as a positive construct, while 

Italian-american political, economic, and cultural 

standing have been instrumental in the marketing 

and consumption of Italian products in the United 

states and abroad. Food, fashion, and film are 

key points of encounter in the symbiotic circuitry 

between Italy and its diaspora. This conference 

offers a venue for the exploration of such identity 

markers and how they have shaped general 

perceptions of Italians around the world.



ThUrsday, aprIl 28, 2011

6:30–8:30 pm
Welcome and reception
anThony JUlIan TambUrrI
dean, Calandra Institute, Queens College, CUny

KaTharIne Cobb
Vice president for Finance and administration, 
Queens College, CUny

maTThew GoldsTeIn
Chancellor, The City University of new york

John marIanI
Food and Travel Correspondent for Esquire
presentation: “how Italian Food Conquered the world”

FrIday, aprIl 29, 2011

9:00–9:30 am
Coffee and pastries

9:30–10:45 am
Fooding italy ConFerenCe room
Chair: donald Tricarico, Queensborough Community College, CUny

what is Italian Cuisine?
FranCesCa marIa mUCCInI, belmont University

our sicilian mother: a river of olive oil runs Through It
roberT oppedIsano, editor

a Taste of sicily: sicilian Food in Italian movies
FabIo paraseColI, The new school
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the 3Fs in Verse la GallerIa
Chair: George Guida, new york City College of Technology, CUny

another Gourmet meal shot to hell and other recipes my Italian 
mother shared with me
paola Corso, poet

stiletto heels & a pork pie hat
lUIGI monTeFerranTe, poet

11 am–12:15 pm
Fashioning style in reel/real liFe ConFerenCe room
Chair: dennis barone, st. Joseph College

“It’s way over the top, you know, that’s how scorsese is”: a 
psychological perspective on the layers of Illusion in Shutter Island
lorraIne manGIone, antioch University new england 

michael Corleone’s Tie: signifying ambiguities in Coppola’s 
The Godfather
anThony JUlIan TambUrrI, Calandra Institute, Queens College, 
CUny

recognition and respect for Guido?: The social Trajectory of a low 
Italian-american style
donald TrICarICo, Queensborough Community College, CUny

12:15–1:30 pm  lunch on your own

1:30–2:45 pm
Food and its discontent ConFerenCe room
Chair: George de stefano, author

Growing up Italian american in a “wonder bread” world
lUlU lolo, performance artist

Food for survival: a memoir
marIa Terrone, Queens College, CUny

sliced Thin: anorexia in an Italian-american adolescence
rosanGela brIsCese, Calandra Institute, Queens College, CUny
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3–4:15 pm
othering and consuming “italian” ConFerenCe room
Chair: robert oppedisano, editor

Frowsy weeds, odd-looking Creatures, and big, awkward sausages: 
Jacob riis’s othering of Italian Food in How the Other Half Lives
Joseph CosCo, old dominion University

looking at Italian Food places in brussels through the lens of new 
york City, 1880–1914
olIVIer de mareT, Vrije Universiteit brussel 

Consuming the Culinary other: Italian writers and the Transnational 
Formation of Taste in postindustrial america
sImone CInoTTo, University of Gastronomic sciences

4:30–5:45 pm
gendered Food ConFerenCe room
Chair: Joan saverino, arcadia University

Father, son, and wine: an approach to edward bonetti’s The 
Wine Cellar
marIe-ChrIsTIne mIChaUd, Université de bretagne-sud

Cinema and words: notions of authenticity and nostalgia in the 
new Culinary Traditions
sonIa massarI, Gustolab Institute Center for Food and Culture

a Close reading of louise desalvo’s Crazy in the Kitchen
alessandra CoCCopalmerI, Independent scholar

saTUrday, aprIl 30, 2011

9:00–9:30 am
Coffee and pastries

9:30–10:45 am
italian identities, italian Bodies: gender, 
sexuality, and the 3Fs ConFerenCe room
Chair: simone Cinotto, University of Gastronomic sciences
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“Garlic eaters”: Italian-american Identity at the Table
roCCo marInaCCIo, manhattan College

The Pacchiana as Icon: local Identity, Folk arts, and marketing 
heritage in Calabria
Joan saVerIno, arcadia University

Foreign Fairies on Film in the work of Charles atlas, 1920-1940
domInIQUe padUrano, horace mann school

11 am–12:15 pm
Filming italian america ConFerenCe room
Chair: Joseph Cosco, old dominion University

Conspicuous by Their absence: Italian americans in hollywood 
world war II Films
salVaTore laGUmIna, nassau Community College

The same Theme, with Variations: Two John Fante Films
dennIs barone, st. Joseph College

re-viewing Frank Capra’s Cinema
VITo ZaGarrIo, Università degli studi roma Tre

setting the italian taBle la GallerIa
Chair: dominique padurano, horace mann school

Fashioning Venetian Glass: From Factory to studio to 
Foreign Imports
sUsan m. rossI-wIlCox, Independent scholar

The lost legacy of sicilian Jewish Cuisine
alIssa merKsamer, new york University

From Pane e Pomodoro to Ciambotto: The history and Culture 
of la miseria in apulian Cuisine
rossana del ZIo, author

12:15–1:30 pm  lunch on your own

1:30–2:45 pm
making Food, making art ConFerenCe room
Chair: nancy Caronia, University of rhode Island
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The Cafe scene is next: Italian actors, waiters, and Chefs in the 
making of hollywood’s Golden age
KIrby prInGle, loyola University Chicago

eating Identity: Food as a mirror of ethnicity in Italian-american 
writing
sTeFano lUConI, Università degli studi di padova

Feast or Famine?: eating and starving in Italian-american 
literature and Film
mary Jo bona and JennIFer dIGreGorIo KIGhTlInGer, 
stony brook University

3–4:15 pm
italian cinema and “styles” oF liFe ConFerenCe room
Chair: maria Terrone, Queens College, CUny

The Commedia all’Italiana as a subverted morality play
FranCesCa de lUCIa, Independent scholar

Fellini’s La Dolce Vita: a Cinematic experience of Italian Fashion
emIlIa morellI, Università degli studi di siena

whose Family Values?: The Cinema of Ferzan ozpetek
GeorGe de sTeFano, author

4:30–5:45 pm
eating masculinities ConFerenCe room
Chair: George de stefano, author

size matters: Italian-american masculinity in Fatso
nanCy CaronIa, University of rhode Island

From routine to ritual: Italian-american men Finding Identity in 
the Kitchen
peTer naCCaraTo, marymount manhattan College

Cooking for a mob: an Italian-american restaurateur’s life as a 
master Chef among mafia Chieftains
GeorGe GUIda, new york City College of Technology, CUny, 
and Thomas VerdIllo, Tommaso’s restaurant
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