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Basing decisions on current data, instead of data that could be as much as ten years old, is 
important for informed decision making: for example, to help identify services needed for 
Italian Americans in the areas of healthcare and education. 

The ancestry responses within the Census Bureau data collection are critical to 
documenting the Italian-American and multicultural history of the United States as well 
as recent global migration. The Census ancestry question allows for multiple responses to 
an individual’s ancestry background. The Census Bureau categorizes the respondent’s 
first ancestry as well as secondary ancestries with no particular importance in preference. 
It is a self-identification of the individual’s experience within one or more cultures. 

The Census Bureau has decennially collected data of the self-identification of ethnic 
multiple ancestry of Americans since 1980. Prior decennial census surveys only 
identified immigrant- or first-generation ethnic ancestry from birthplace responses. While 
the United States Census Bureau annually updates the racial population data, ethnic 
ancestry data are only updated every ten years with the decennial census survey.  
However, the ACS is the new way in which the Census Bureau collects data about the 
characteristics of the population throughout the decade, on a continuous basis, rather than 
once every ten years. The ACS will determine how communities will receive federal 
funds for schools, roads, senior citizen centers, and other services 

This information will help identify services needed for Italian Americans. It will help 
identify changes in the demographic characteristics of Italian Americans, can assist 
policy managers in developing appropriate educational and senior-citizen programs. Such 
programs are specially needed in areas where there are large concentrations of first-
generation Italian Americans, such as communities in the New York, New Jersey, and 
Connecticut Tri-state metropolitan area. Annual data from the ACS can also help track 
the progress of ancestry groups such as Italian Americans in meeting goals related to their 
health, economic status, and well being. 

The opportunity to document the United States’ multicultural background within the ACS 
could have been lost if it had not been for a review of the ACS form by the Calandra 
Italian American Institute. An early version of the questionnaire had not included space 
for respondents to note more than one ancestry.  We addressed this inadvertent oversight 
early in the testing phase of the ACS after a review of the questionnaire.  The 
questionnaire was modified to reflect that change, well before full implementation of the 
ACS began in early 2005. We stated: “Since 1980 the United States census data have 
been an invaluable tool to not only understand the Italian-American community but also 
to help address some of its community concerns. The census data were instrumental in 
identifying the alarmingly large high-school dropout rates in New York City in the 1980s 
and early 1990s and measured its turn-around to the lowest dropout rate in 2000s’ due to 
the Italian-American community’s outreach to its youth and schools.” 

American Community Survey data on Ancestry for Italian-Americans: 
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United States: 

http://factfinder.census.gov/servlet/IPTable?_bm=y&-context=ip&-
reg=ACS_2004_EST_G00_S0201:543;&-qr_name=ACS_2004_EST_G00_S0201&-
qr_name=ACS_2004_EST_G00_S0201T&-ds_name=ACS_2004_EST_G00_&-
TABLE_NAMEX=&-ci_type=A&-tree_id=304&-all_geo_types=N&-redoLog=false&-
_caller=geoselect&-geo_id=01000US&-search_results=01000US&-format=&-_lang=en

Then select state of county. 

American Community Survey home page on the Census Bureau's web site: 

http://www.census.gov/acs/www/

For further information contact:   

Dr. Vincenzo Milione 
Director for Research and Education 
Calandra Italian American Institute 
Queens College 
The City University of New York 
25 West 43rd Street 
New York, New York 10036 
Phone: 212 642 2091 
Fax: 212 642 2030 
Email: vxmqc@qc.edu 
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